THE FLOW
SUNDAY 21st November 2021

“Walking with Jesus as we walk with others in faith.”
SERVICES THIS WEEK IN THE U.C. HOPKINS REGION
(Attendance numbers are dependent on all being doubly vaccinated)

20th November
21st November

Korean Worship & Lunch @ Warrnambool

Allansford & District Wangoom 11.00am (Rhonda McInerney)
Mortlake
11am Worship (Rev Peter Welsh)
Port Fairy
5pm Worship (Rev Geoff Barker)
Warrnambool
10am Walking Together Service (Revs Geoff & Malcolm) No need to book
2pm Remembering Loved Ones Service (Marjorie Crothers)

28th November (Advent 1)
Allansford & District
Mortlake
Port Fairy
Warrnambool

Grasmere 11.00am (Marjorie Crothers)
(Commissioning of Church Councillors & Elders)
As there is a limit able to attend, please ring Dot on 0417 127 298.
11am Holy Comm. (Daryl Pedler)
11am Holy Comm. (Rev Geoff Barker)
9am free_key.com worship (Rev Malcolm Frazer)
10.30am All-Age Worship (Rev Malcolm Frazer) No need to book.

Previous YouTube services are still available to view via: Link: https://youtu.be/KasyK9UnLiU
You can search for all our YouTube services under the Uniting Church Hopkins Region channel https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCKv4teP_spQObFO_H90YAAg or access it through the Warrnambool Uniting
Church website https://www.warrnamboolunitingchurch.org.au/

LECTIONARY READINGS
21st Nov. (Christ the King) 2 Sam. 23:1-7
28th Nov. (Advent 1)
Jer.33:14-16

Ps. 132:1-12
Ps. 25:1-10

Rv. 1:4b-8
1 Thes. 3:9-13

Jn. 18:33-37
Luke 21:25-36

ALLANSFORD & DISTRICT CONGREGATION - from Malcolm
Last Sunday the Chairperson of Western Presbytery, Rev David Carter, officially
commissioned the Allansford & District Congregation. The symbolism of the 4
congregations coming together in an even closer co-operation as a single congregation was displayed in the 4 sticks being reunited in the whole, and bound
together by baling twine. Fred Whitehouse had split this branch into 4 many
years ago with each piece given to the congregations to remind them that they
are part of the whole. As we ‘stick together’ this will help remind us that we are
one congregation. Milly Morrow told the story of how these congregations have
co-operated and come together in developments over the recent decades. Rev
David Carter preached on IMITATING CHRIST. His text was Phillippians 2:1-11
that spoke of Christ’s humility taking on the role of a SERVANT and that we too
are called to follow in Christ’s way of serving. David also reminded us of our responsibilities to being a part of the larger body of Christ, (Hopkins, Presbytery,
and wider UCA through our renewed commitment to Jesus as well as adhering to the Basis of Union.
We also shared in HOLY COMMUNION, which both reinforced our being part of the One Body, as well as our
call to break out and be ministers of Christ’s body to the wider world.

After our indoor picnic lunch, (because it was so cold outside), the youngest member of our congregation, Cassie
Adams, cut the cake. It was a most encouraging start to our new beginning as a congregation and we look forward to where the Spirit might lead us next. If you put the link below into your search engine you should have
access to some of the pictures and video from the day as we sang BIND US TOGETHER. - Rev. Malcom
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1fh1eYEPmB6pm8qeCIheoQ7LRa0J2TE3m/view?usp=sharing

A Word From Geoff . . .
In our Walking Together service today we’ll be looking at our Mission Statement ‘Walking With
Jesus as We Walk With Others in Faith’, that we adopted in 2014. After seven years and all
that’s changed in that time, does it still authentically fit who we are as a church and does it challenge us on further?
Is ‘Walking’ the right pace? Where is Jesus heading in 2021? And most importantly- it’s not
about us: in these days of unbelief and global peril, and our seeming powerlessness to change;
it’s about the good news of the mysterious reality of God, the Holy Spirit working through people and the inclusive, forgiving, loving community of Jesus.

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
GENERAL NOTICES . . .
3rd EDITION OF OUR HOPKINS REGION DIRECTORY will be available next week!!! To ensure privacy, please
discreetly dispose of any previous copies. We have made quite a few changes to this edition so this will help
us keep up-to-date.
SAVE THIS DATE - Sunday 24 April 2022. Songs of Praise service 10.30am. 10am morning tea with
cakes showcasing traditional Easter food from around the world.
VACCINATION CERTIFICATES AND NEW REGULATIONS.
We no longer have limits at worship in Warrnambool, BUT, only if members are double vaccinated. If there are
unvaccinated members then the service will be limited to 30 (if the density of 1 person per 4 square metres allows). The Warrnambool elders have decided that our Warrnambool services will only be for people who are
double vaccinated. Please bring proof of your vaccination status for our COVID MARSHALLS at the door to sight
EACH WEEK. You are no longer needing to book in for our services.
VACCINATION STATUS CERTIFICATE FOR WORKERS - This refers to anyone, paid or unpaid, who does any work
at the church (anyone in a leadership role; on a committee, or roster, or who volunteers in any way at the
church) You do NOT need to register to attend a service, though you will need to bring proof of your vaccination
status for our COVID MARSHALLS at the door to sight EACH WEEK. If you are exempt from getting vaccinated,
proof by way of a medical certificate must also be supplied. If you have any queries, please contact the office and
Milly or Tracey will try to help you.
OUR ADVENT free GIFT TO YOU
As we open up again after lockdowns the Warrnambool Church is giving you an
Advent Gift to encourage you in faith
From this Sunday we will begin handing out this devotional booklet at worship. We
will also share this with those who we deliver hard copies of The Flow to. The
devotions begin Nov 28.
As we rebuild our community of faith we hope this will be an encouragement for us as
together we follow these same daily devotions.
We give thanks for all God has already done and look forward in hope toward the
great things still to come.

ALLANSFORD & DISTRICT - Worship this Sunday 21st November is at Wangoom at 11.00am
and will be led by Rhonda McInerney. Last Sunday the service marked the commissioning of the new Allansford & District Congregation.
A CONGREGATIONAL MEETING is proposed for November 28th following the Service.

MORTLAKE

- Sunday at 11.00am (Rev Peter Welsh) Limit of 30.

COFFEE & CAKE - Friday 26th, 2.30pm at Mac’s Hotel.
A CONGREGATIONAL MEETING is proposed for November 28th following the Service.

Allansford
The congregations of the former Allansford Parish have a long history, the charge, as it was known in former days, began with the churches at Allansford and Wangoom. Worship had been happening before the churches were built in
1861. When the churches were built under the guidance of the Rev. Andrew Begg, Allansford and Wangoom were part
of the Warrnambool Charge, they were separated in January 1862. There have been additions to the group over these
many years, Mepunga West in 1868 (joined with the Methodist Church at Mepunga East in 1975) Nirranda 1873, Framingham, Grasmere and Panmure, in 1976. Grasmere and Mepunga remain, the others closed over the years, diminishing congregations etc. so change is nothing new.
Until this year each congregation had Elders, a Chairperson, Secretary and Treasurer and held an annual meeting at
which elections were held for the Parish Church Council. That in its turn elected a Chairperson, Secretary and Treasurer.
Elders have always met as a parish/cluster group. For some years the congregation met weekly at each building in turn.
The decision was made this year, 2021, to become one congregation, with all funds being transferred to accounts in the
name of the new congregation. At a meeting at Mepunga on June 28th it was decided that the name would be Allansford and District Congregation.
Elections for Elders and Church Councillors were held on October 24th and the following elected:
Elders:- Peter Crothers, Dot Houston, Milly Morrow, Ev Vickers. Marion Edge and Margaret Haberfield were previously ordained at Elders for life, so remain.
Church Council:- Billy Carter, Peter Crothers, Dot Houston, John Houston, Wendy Smith (until December 2021), Christine Vickers.
Marjorie Crothers

PORT FAIRY - Worship on Sunday at 5pm (Rev Geoff Barker)
WARRNAMBOOL - WARRNAMBOOL CONGREGATIONAL MEETING is to be held at 11am this Sunday 21st November at the conclusion of the Walking Together Service. The recipients of the annual Distribution will be announced. There will be opportunity for members of the congregation to give feedback and
discuss the Walking Together service format. The required secret ballot regarding the extension of Malcolm's
placement for a further 3-5years will be conducted as part of this meeting. All Congregation members are
encouraged to attend and participate. For further information please contact Ros Bamford 0429633300
‘WITH LOVE TO THE WORLD’ - the Advent/Christmas edition is available for collection today.
KYB (Know Your Bible) is on Wednesdays 10.30am-12noon in the small foyer. All welcome.
COMMUNITY LUNCH - Wednesdays at 12noon for up to 40 fully vaccinated people in the hall.
OUR KOREAN FRIENDS will be visiting for worship & lunch this Saturday 20th November.
SINGLE LADIES’ LUNCH - this Sunday 21st at Warrnambool RSL 12noon.
CASEY’S BAPTISM SERVICE - Nov 28 - 12:15pm
Next Sunday Casey, daughter of Jamie, is being baptised. Everyone is welcome to attend a short service following the 10:30am service. PLEASE NOTE, this will be a service that will include UNVACCINATED people, thus
the reason why we are conducting the service at this special time to give people the choice of attendance. All
welcome - Enquiries to Rev Malcolm.

WHAT YOU DIDN’T KNOW ABOUT …
... Robert Dowell
Robert and Debbie Dowell are a devoted, energetic and
happily married couple. They met at the Doncaster Holy
Trinity Church Youth Group in 1973. Robert recalls, ‘I
knew almost straight away that she was the one. And
we would live our lives together.’ Robert and Debbie
have four wonderful children: Jessica, Simon, Lucas and
Emily. Their children have given them ‘four beautiful
granddaughters: Eadie, Beatrix, Freya and Elspeth.’
Robert was born on the 27th of December 1953 in Doncaster. In those days Robert says: ‘Doncaster was very
large fruit growing area surrounded by orchards; I had a
wonderful childhood.’ His father Norman was the local
doctor, serving Doncaster, East Doncaster, Bullen, Templestowe and Warrendyte. The family home also contained the doctor’s surgery and Robert recalls, ‘I used to
love going into the surgery and playing with the medical
instruments. I used to watch dad and take x-rays because he had his own x-ray machine.’ His mother, Thelma was extremely busy with her four sons, ‘Robert, Barry, Philip and David.’ Robert’s dad worked long hours
both in the surgery and making home visits. His mother
was also a well-respected nurse who ‘had to resign when she married because married women couldn’t be
nurses in those days.’ The family regularly attended Holy Trinity Church of England in Doncaster (Now known
as Holy Trinity Anglican Church.)
As a young boy Robert enjoyed playing cricket and was an enthusiastic member of the local Cub Scouts. As a
young man he was passionate about skiing, cricket and watching his beloved Melbourne Football Club play.
He learnt piano and cello. He still retains those passions today. Robert’s family’s life was forever altered the
tragic day his youngest brother David contracted encephalitis, at age nine months. He survived but was left
with severe brain damage and disability. Robert says, ‘My parents were able to care for David at home because they had the money to pay for help. Unfortunately, in those days a lot of disabled children had to be
institutionalized because parents had no practical or financial help.’
Robert attended Doncaster East Primary School which was then quite small. He spent his secondary years at
Scotch College which he ‘really enjoyed.’ After completing a Bachelor of Arts at Monash University, Robert
decided to do teaching. He then received a studentship and then after qualification applied statewide at
‘nearly every small rural school in the state.’ He was posted to Codrington Primary School in 1978. Robert and
Debbie had married in 1976, at Doncaster Holy Trinity Church. They rented a farmhouse nearby the school,
from Gail and Peter Down. Robert recalls, ‘Teaching at Codrington was wonderful. I am so fortunate that I
taught in such a lovely rural community.’
Robert’s teaching career took a new path in 1986 we he attained his Graduate Diploma in Special Education
from Melbourne University. This decision was shaped by his brother’s David’s life-changing disability; and
Robert’s wonderful desire to improve the lives and education of disabled children and their families. He considers himself ‘very fortunate to become a teacher at Warrnambool Special Developmental School in 1993.’ In
2005, he was made the principal of that school. Robert became the driving force behind creating and developing the new school Merri River School. For those of us who know Robert, his determination, passion and
selflessness were the foundation of its success. Robert admits there were challenging times when he asked
himself: ‘Can I keep going?’ However, he also recalls: ‘It was also incredibly rewarding and an honour to do it.

I am very proud that I retired on my own timing.’ He firmly believes that young people need to ‘… go into
teaching for the right reasons and be absolutely dedicated to the job.’ Robert says there have been ‘… many
changes after forty-six years of teaching and has been pleased to see ‘huge changes in technology.’
Moreover, Robert’s rewarding teaching career was guided by his steadfast Christian faith. Robert says, ‘I live
my faith day by day. I am always aware of the presence of God in my life. It guides everything I do.’ His is a
‘strong faith, always there.’ We are blessed to have Robert and Deb in our Port Fairy congregation. Robert is a
wonderful service leader and gifted organist. Music has always played a very important part in his life. His favourite hymns are, ‘Jerusalem’, ‘Thine Be The Glory’ and ‘It Is Well With My Soul.’ Micah chapter 6, verse 8 is
the Bible verse that embodies and guides his strong Christian faith. He says, ‘If I can just do that through life, I
will be doing a good job.’ (And we all know that Robert Dowell does far more than that!) At the close of our
interview, I asked Robert to choose some words to describe himself. He replied, ‘Loyal, dedicated, trustworthy
and diligent.’ I am sure all of us would agree with him and have our own positive words to describe this wonderful man. We are all very blessed to have you share your Christian journey with us Robert! It was a privilege
to talk with you about your life.
Written by Christine Harris.

THANK YOU TO OUR CHURCH MEMBERS WHO ARE PREPARED TO HELP
WARRNAMBOOL ROSTERED HELPERS :
Sun Nov 21st

Welcoming/COVID Marshalls: Gail Lemmens & Ros Bamford
10.00am
Vestry: Merryl Tanner & Kimberley Lack
Children: Anne Frazer & Carol Sykes
Morning Tea: Stephen & Helen Chenoweth Counting: Georgina Luckman (Tues a.m.)
Pastoral Visiting: Lola Spencer
Sun Nov 28th
Welcoming/COVID Marshalls: Helen Wilson & June Morris
10.30am
Vestry: Daryl Pedler
Children: Anne Frazer & Kimberley Lack
Morning Tea: Robert & Margaret McCosh
Counting: Barrie Baker (Wed. a.m.)
Pastoral Visiting: Lola Spencer
(IF YOU ARE UNABLE TO HELP WITH YOUR DUTY, PLEASE ARRANGE YOUR OWN SWAP WITH
SOMEONE ELSE ON YOUR ROSTER AND LET MILLY & TRACEY KNOW )
——–———————————————————————--————————————————————————————————————————————————

PORT FAIRY ROSTERED HELPERS:
Sun Nov 21st

5.00pm
Sun Nov 28th
11.00am

Vestry: Deb Dowell
Music: Rob Dowell
Flowers: Joy Rundell
Vestry: Marj Warton
Music: Rob Dowell
Flowers: Marj Warton

Welcome & Collection: Eric Bishop/Tom Sutherland
Cleaning & Afternoon Tea: Christine Harris
Lawns & Gardening: Terry Clift
Welcome & Collection: Deb Dowell & Jenny Grenfell
Cleaning & Morning Tea: Christine Harris
Lawns & Gardening: Terry Clift

( IF YOU ARE UNABLE TO HELP WITH YOUR DUTY, PLEASE ARRANGE YOUR OWN SWAP WITH
SOMEONE ELSE ON YOUR ROSTER AND LET CHRISTINE KNOW )
NORMAL WARRNAMBOOL CHURCH OFFICE HOURS Tuesday to Friday 9.15am - 1.00pm. PHONE - 5561 6085 EMAIL wbooluca@gmail.com
NORMAL CHURCH SERVICE TIMES - free_key.com at 9.00am at Warrnambool (when there’s a 5th Sunday now
11.00am at Port Fairy)
All-Age service at 10:30am.
3rd Sunday of each month ‘Walking Together’ 10am (different starting time)
MINISTRY TEAM - Geoff Barker 0407349578 Marjorie Crothers 0419507958 Malcolm Frazer 0401299619
Please note Marjorie’s new email address - mdcrothers15@gmail.com
OUR OP SHOP TELEPHONE NUMBER

-

0490 934 847

CROSSLIGHT MAGAZINE can be accessed at any time online at https://crosslight.org.au.

PASTORAL 










PLEASE PRAY FOR:

All who are wrestling with vaccination implications for families and communities.
Ron Janes as he begins his medical treatment.
Dorothy Metcalfe who is in hospital
Barrie Baker, on the death of his brother.
The Glasgow summit and for an effective response to climate change by our world leaders.
All medical staff and hospitals under pressure.
School communities and the new Covid restrictions.
Our Childcare Centre.
Our Op Shop community.
All who grieve loved ones, especially those remembering loved ones who have died in this last year.
(Remembrance Service will be held November 21 at 2pm)

Two opportunities to catch
The Messiah
St Joseph’s on 12 December at 2pm
and
St John’s Port Fairy on
28th December at 7:30pm.
Composed in 1741, the work is still
as potent as it was 280 years ago,
inspiring joy and wonder from both
first-time listeners and the audience
members who have sung along for
many years.

Enjoy Handel's epic oratorio, Messiah, performed by a Chamber Orchestra of 8 musicians and a vocal
ensemble of 8 singers, at regional
locations across Victoria.

SECURITY - Please remember when leaving the Warrnambool Uniting church building and before
the security system is engaged that you have checked to make sure that all the exterior doors
are closed and locked. Thank you

Items for ‘The Flow’ should be forwarded to the Warrnambool Church office either by
email (preferred) wbooluca@gmail.com, in person, or by telephone, as early as
possible - and no later than 12noon Thursday. Thank you.

